Active vs. Passive Voice and Clichés

Active Voice: when the subject of the sentence is doing the action
Passive Voice: when the action is done to the subject of the verb
· Active Example:

· I painted the house.

· Passive Example:

· The house was painted by me. 


*The passive voice can be wordy, boring, and confusing.*

In the active voice, the subject and verb relationship is straightforward: the subject is a be-er or a do-er and the verb moves the sentence along. In the passive voice, the subject of the sentence is neither a do-er or a be-er, but is acted upon by some other agent or by something unnamed. 

Clichés
A cliché is a phrase, expression, or idea that has been overused to the point of losing its intended force or novelty, especially when at some time it was considered distinctively forceful or novel. It is generally used in a negative context, and these should be avoided in academic writing. Here are a few common examples:

All things grow with love.  

He’s as American as apple pie.

Am I talking to a brick wall?

An apple a day keeps the doctor away.

An apple never falls far from the tree.

I have an axe to grind with him.

In modern times……

In today’s society……

Everyone knows that…..
