Writing Assignment #1: Narration- Choose Your Own Adventure
“Good stories are like dandelions, it’s good writing that’s rare.”










-Unknown

Everyone remembers books from their childhood. While kids today will look back and remember the Harry Potter books, it wasn’t too long ago that “Choose Your Own Adventure” books were a favorite of beginning readers. You know those books where you, the reader, had total control of the story? The funniest thing about those books was that you could always go back and change your mind if you went down the wrong path. All you had to do to start over was go back a few pages and then read on to find out what would have happened if you had made a different choice. Well, what if you could do that with your life?

We all have instances in our lives where we make choices, or we happen to be in the right—or wrong—place at the right—or wrong—time and then our lives seem to go down a completely different path than before. Haven’t you ever wondered: “What if I’d…” or “What if I hadn’t…” about some specific moment in your life?

For this assignment, pick some important moment in your life and then re-write your own history. Change that pivotal event and then follow the repercussions of it—what impact would that change make on your life as a whole? Though I do want these to be interesting and entertaining, it will likely be easier for you if you choose a significant moment in your life. So, instead of, “What if I didn’t laugh so hard that milk came out of my nose in the café this morning?” (though we will do a practice free write on something like this) think things like, “What if I went to Harvard instead of Western?” or, “What if I hadn’t gone to Munchie Mart at 3am and met my significant other?” or, “What if I hadn’t gone to college right after high school like my parents wanted and instead pursued my dreams of becoming a rodeo clown?” and so on.

A successful paper will tell the story/events leading up to the event in question. The reader doesn’t know all about your life, so you need to provide your audience with enough information for them to understand why/how this moment is important and how it has affected your life up until now. Then, you need to specify how you would change the events and illustrate how you think your life would be different in an engaging manner. This paper should provide the reader with insight into your life and you as a person. Keep the following sequence in your mind as you write your paper:


Story ( Event ( Effect on your life ( Change in event ( New effect on your life

This paper should be four-five pages in length and needs a catchy title. 

Due Dates:

Thursday, January 11th 
Receive Assignment Sheet and Discuss

Tuesday, January 16th 
In-Class Work to Develop Paper

Tuesday, January 23rd 
Peer Review = Bring 3 Copies of your Draft


Thursday, January 25th 
Optional In-Person Conference/Work on Paper


Tuesday, January 30th 
Paper is Due via Email or in Class to karna@kellogg.edu
